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WIXTEE CLOTHING
The heating in America was so good that one did not need
even woollen underwear. Most of us used only cotton underwear
;n spite of snow and ice out of doors. When one went out, one
put on one's overcoat, turned the collar and the lapels of the
overcoat up, so that they covered the back of the neck and front
up to the mouth, wore eareaps which kept the ears warm against
the head, a hat to cover the head, gloves to keep the hands warm,
and over-shoes made of rubber into which one slipped one's
shoed feet and which kept the feet dry and warm. All these
were removed when one entered a house.
CLEABING SNOW
Trains and trams had the problem of keeping their lines
free from snow which would cover them up in no time. For this
purpose snow ploughs were attached to them which scraped oit
the snow in front of them as they went along. Buses and cars
had chains wound round their tyres to prevent skidding. Horse
carts in the village had their wheels removed and in their place
sleighs were fitted to them, so that they slid along smoothly OB
the snow. In the villages, the cart tracks being hidden under the
snow, one just drove in sleighs over fallow ground^ field or stream,
unmindful of what was underneath. It was strange not to have
to bother about beaten tracks.
The side walks or pavements on either side of streets where
people walked, were a problem in winter, for when covered with
snow and ice they became exceedingly slipperyl Legislation how-
ever decreed that the occupier of a house or building was res-
ponsible for clearing the pavement opposite it of snow? so that
as a role the snow from the pavements was systematically cleared.
But it was left piled up on either side of the pavement leaving a
passage m between. At times the piles became so high that it
was like walking through a trench when you walked on the pave-
ment.
The snow that collected on roofs, sometipies to the depth of
about two feet, was another problem, for the roofs had this extra
weight to bear, Dimng winter one read in the papers of roofs
of cinema houses collapsing with the weight of a heairy fall of
snow. It was dangerous also to stand below the edge of a roof,
for suddenly the whole mass of snow may slide down and injure
if not bury you.